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7 be Harveſt truly i 15 2 but the Labourers 


are few : Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
Har veſt that he would ſend forth Labourers 
znto his — Luke x. Verſe 2d. 
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in Eſſex- Street, 1732. | 
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— ̃ HE Ip irit that has Atty 
-_—- 4 raiſcd by the Aſſiduity of ſome 
of the Inferior Clerz againſt 
SM the two Church Bills, lately re- 
jected by the Commons, and a- 
gainſt the Bench of Biſhops, who 
(a few excepted) voted for thoſe 
Bills, is fo extraordinary in its 
- Nature, and may prove ſo un- 
happy in its Conſequences, that [| thought ir 
to lay before you a fair and true State of the Nature 
_ and Tendency of thoſe Bills, for your cooler and more 
mature Conſideration. -And I hope that when you 
have perus d it, you will be convinc'd that thoſe Bills, 
ſo groſly miſrepreſented, and ſo little underſtood with- 
out-doors, would have ced none of thoſe ill Ef- 
nw which have been 4 their Charge, but ou 


\ 


(#2 


well caleulated (as I am ſure they. were honeſtly in- 


| tended) for the advancement. of Religion and of the 

Proteſtant Intereſt, and for the Beneſit and Service 
of the Body of the Clergy.. And conſequently that 
| * the 8 and Noi that has been arthully raif. 


againſt the Biſhops, who debated and voicd Gor | 


| ol ſe Bills: i is Groundleſs and Unjuſt. 
I chall begin with the Bill tbar came firſt into De- 
bate, (viz,) A Bill more effetually to enable the Clergy 


baving Cure of Souls to reſide on their reſpective Benefi- 


ces, and to build on their reſpefiive Glebe Lands. 
This Bill is relative to an Act made in the firſt 


Year of pi . ſty, in Which a Biſhop is en- 
Ga of his Thocele, bav- 


cr'd th oblige an 
ing a Benefice worth 1501. per ann. with a conveni- 
ent Glebe, to build a Houſe on * ſame within a cer- 


* 


ain time to be. limited and appointed by the Biſhop, , 


alter ſuch Clergyman has been two Years in poſſefſion = 
This aw, Sir, is now in Force. 


of ſuch 
But upon maturer Conſideration, the Biſhops find- 


ing it expedient to bring that ualification fill lower, 


a for amending the 


In this Bill it was, Aae That if any Perſon Bali 
bereafter accept, f any Deaury, Archaeaconry, Dignity, 


brought in the, Bill now in 
| Defects of the former Bill. 


Prebend, or of one or more Rectories (having no Vicarage 


4 V Fr icarages, perpetual Curacies, or other Egclefi- | 
me thereto, - 


aſtical Fr 7 8 with Cure of Souls be 
which either fingly or jointly, or together” with what be at 
© the time of t Acceptance thereo ale ball enjoy in the ſame 
_ Dioceſe, all „, the ſum. 4 One hundred 410758 
Sten. per ann. Every 7250 — Archdeacon, Dignit 
„ Prebendary, Rector, V. rate, ar other. a. 
 aftical Perſon baving Cure ws ou, after be bath been 
three Years in Poſſeſſion thereof, and having ns 4 
thereon fit. and convenient far bis Refidence ; aud any 

of ſuch Benefices being endowed with ſuch portion. of of Glebe 
Land, 4s the Archbi bop or Ale of the. Net 6 


2 - Judge 


5 1 
3 


it, are ſuch as ha 
two Values. Behold the narrow Bottom upon which 
all this Clamour and Obloquy is founded, and which 

in truth ſeems rather to be 


ſions of the Biſhops, and the Epiſcopal Office, than 


Clauſe which makes up the bulk of the Bill is to pro- 


(F) 


| Judge fit end convenient for building thereeny ſhall, with- 


in a time certain to be limited and appointed by the Arch- 


biſhop or Biſbop of the Dioceſe, Build and Improve on 
ſuch Glebe Land, in ſuch manner, with ſuch Conſent, un- 


der ſuch Rules and Limitations, and with ſuch Benefits 


and Advantages, and be entitled to ſuch proportion of the 
Money laid out in building and improving on ſuch Glebe 
Land, as by the ſaid recited Att is mentioned andexpre(sd. 


You will perceive at firſt Sight, That this Clauſc 


extends only to a Clergyman who is beneficed to the 
Value ot 100 J. per ann. in the ſame Dioceſe; and 


whoever conſiders the unequal Value of the ſame Li- 


ving in different Vears, and the Difficulty of find- 


üng out the real Value of any one Year, which hard- 
ly any Man but the Incumbent or his Agent can cer- 
tainly know, will allow me, that no Biſhop could 
laſely proceed to Compulſion, it the Benefice, or 
Union were not really worth conſiderably more than 
an 1007. per ann. and I think that a Biſhop would 
hardly venture to pr 


proceed to Sequeſtration, unleſs the 


Value were clear and unconteſtable; becauſe, in caſe 
of an Appeal to a Superior Court, it will lie upon 

the Biſhop to prove the Benefice to be worth an 100 J. 
per ann. | - STE 5 


You may likewiſe obſerve the ſmall Extent of the 


Power created in this Bill: The Law before menri- 
oned takes in all Beneſices of an 1501. per. aun. this 
Bill affects none that are not Evidently worth a full 


1001. per ann. So that the only Perſons concerned in 


ppen to have Benefices between thoſe 


relled againſt the Per- 


Ton will like wi 


ſe perceive, that the main End of the 


with- 


Al ac - 
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Church here, 
of the Church in England. 'We have very few Ca- 
thedral Churches ſtanding, 
the Reſidence of the D 

their Cathedrals. In Exe 


Souls, by their ſound Doctrine and exemp 


re put to 
-nance. If he receives their 


Wm 1 | 
2 which it is — for them to anſwer 


men. 
at the 


proper Reſidence of chele is at the Cathedral Church, 


I and not on their reſpective Cures. 


Let me obſerve to you, Sir, that the State of the 
is in this reſpect very different from that 


and ſcarce any Houſes for 
ignitaries and — aboor 


land th are univerſally Sine- 


Cures; with us they have Pariſhes annexed to them 
with Cure of Souls. And can you or any Man think that 


ſuch Dignitaries will do as much Good by leading an 


inactive Collegiate Kind of Life round about their Ca- 


thedrals, repairing duly to chant in their Stalls when 
the Clock ſtrikes the Canonical Hours; as by labour- 


ing in their reſpective Pariſhes for the Salvation of 


lary Lives? 
I make no doubt but you will call this latter the moſt 


_ ahfulondlondeble Sort of -Riohoquee. - 


Another Objection was, That this Bill extended to 


Unions, which the former Act did not. 7 cv 
Sir, that this was one of the 
to be there. Muſt the Pariſhioners want the Benefit 


prindipal Views of it 
4 Becca Keene we r, 1 


of a Reſident Miniſter, becauſe three or four Pariſhes | 
cr, in order to provide him a Maintc- 
Things, Thould 
K W nnn 5 


by the Biſhops : The Bill indeed in the laft Clauſe ot 
it, carried the Compulſion down to a Benefice of 


| viouſly obtain from the Truſtees ot the Firſt-Fruits 
the Sum of one hundred Pounds, the better to enable 
bim to build. And I muſt obſerve to you, that the 


— 
gr ao with your ſelf if this Objection does Haul, 5 
ma edi be abuſed to Tyranny and 2 bo 
perly p laced, and II Ba 
| leaſt, for good Ends, you cannot deny: 


: engine the Clergy to reſide. And in order thereto, It 


N. 7) 
As aa of ſmall Livings are in truth a great Diſ- 


ment to building, ſo they have been pleaded 
£22975 by the Incumbents for their negle&i 
to do ir, and 4 Excuſe has been generally admitted 


Pounds per dun. provided the Incumbent ſhould — 


Truſtees have . * in any one Inſtance, refuſed their 


Aid to any Clergyman whoſe Lining * not exceed 


one hundred > dg ann. 


But the Obj that was was painted in the moſt 


the Biſhops to tyrannize over their Cler- 
them into 8 of Slavery. Pray, Sir, 


againſt all Power whatever, which, in corrupt 


ower for the effecting 


FE the moſt de ble 
by xk Frog nos 
82 1 pearance at 5 


lig d them to build Houſes; for Want of which, Re- 


| 3 n this Ring- 


It was a Power to compel them to provide a 


Cris Habitation for themſelves and their Fa- 


often and Succeſſors; for want of which, they are 
orten 


put to miſcrable Shitts and Inconveniencies. 

It hee: = 2 2 to lay them under a Neceſſity of 
by the Improvement of 

their e and making the moſt of their Tyths: 


A Clergyman who bas no Houſe nor Conveniencies 
enn * Prop'.00.: the Far- 


was, The Power which this Bill 


or it was to 


(8). 


mers, who will force him to give them unreaſonable 


Bargains, becauſe they know that he cannot help him- 
ſelf. Iam perſuaded that there is hardly an Incum- 
bent in the Kingdom under this Circum 


| cet and de muſt ever remain under the Diſadvantage, 
till he builds and ſettles. And I think this may ſhew the 
„ how ill they judge of their own Intereſt, in 

this Bill. And if other Gentlemen ſaw for= 


— 


ther into this Matter, and gave them what they ask - 


ed, this 1 indeed be 4 Bite upon the Clergy. 


It was a 


Ky fave their own. 
It was a Power to cot 


of Frugality and good OEc 
ways found among the Cler 


el them to 


Prime Coft, in Buildin 
And how many diſtreſſed Relicts a 


and Improving. 
hans of Cler- 


| theLegiſlature, had a Law been made to this Effect, 
twenty Years ago? - 


The Power therefore, was a good Power in its own 
Nature: But it has been ſaid, That it was improperly 


and dangerouſly placed in the Biſhops z who affected 


it for evil Ends, and with a Deſign to enſlave the 
And t this is what I ſhall chicfly ſet my ſelf 


Cler 
to wer. 


As to the Propriety of placing it in the Biſhops, I 
think you will oprey of it: For they are acknow-' 
ledged by all to be the Overſeers and Governors of 
their reſpective Clergy z they are to ſee that they're- 


fide and do their Duty, and are to call them toanac- 


count for the Neglect of it. And if Reſidence'be ab- 
W neceſſary to this End z and building conveni- 


nce, who 
does not loſe near one Third of the true Value of his 


ower to compel them to exerciſe their | 
5 holy Function with better Effect, for the Salvation of 
SN their Parifhibeiers Souls 3 in doing which, they are to 


begin « Habit 
nom; which! is not al- 


Art leaſt, it was à Power to ſecure to their Widows 
| and Children, or other Relations, three Fourths of the 


men are there at this time, whe would haveblefs'd 


1 C2) - OO Pg 
ent Houſes be generally neceſſary to Reſidence ; Who 
ſo fit toenforce this Fundamental Point as the Biſhops? | 
Surely, ſo long as they are, by Law the Governors of 

the Clergy, you would give them all Sorts and Degrees 
of Powet that are neceſſary to that End. B 
But it has been urged, That this Power was not du- 
ly limited; and that thoſe Words in the Bill, Aud. 
anyone of ſuch Benefices, being endowed with ſuch Portion 
f Glebe-Land, as the Archbiſhop or Biſhop of the Dioceſe 
Hall judge fit and convenient for building thereon, ſhall, at 
ga ie certain, &c. leave it intirely in the Biſhop's Diſ- - 
cretion to ſay, if the Glebe be, or be not fit for building 
thereon; and that a Biſhop might exert this diſcretio- 
_ nary Power oppreſſively with regard to ſome, and too 
indulgently with fegard to others. eh 


Magittrates whatever. And would you refuſe Pow- 


| ers, that, if well executed, may be of excellent Uſe, be- 


cauſe they may poſſibly be miſapplied? Could the Par- 
ligament 8 and. limit every particular Glebe, fir for 

| buildingon, through the Kingdom? Can they judge of 
the intrinfick Goodneſs or Situation, or of the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Incumbent ? Are not theſe diſcre- 
tionary Points, that muſt be left to ſome one Perſon 
who is moſt capable of judging in the Caſe? And 
who would you have to be the Judge of it? Ithink 


k | you would not chuſe the Incumbent, tor he is a Par- 


ty: He may be a capable Judge, indeed; But is he an 
indifferent one? Is not the Money to come out of 
his Poeket; and may he not be a bad OEconomiſt? 
May not the parti Conveniency of a Farm in his 
own Hands, tempt him to chooſe a 
may be inconvenient to his Succoſſors? Will not one 
Glebe;be too ſmall for an ample Accommodation; a 
ſecond too remote from the Church, for his Conveni- 
 ency; anda third ſo near, that he muſt be eaten up 
; by the Pariſhioners. on Sundays d Twenty of thels 2 
1 . where there is no _ 8 


© Pray, Sir, conſider if this may not be ſaid againſt all 


of a Glebe that A | 


2 *.. _ „„ „„ ee + 


oppoſing the Power of Biſhops aimed 
S TA 


ſelf up as the Protector ot the Clergy z or w 


(109 


Inclination to build : And gre mn lu to obſerve, 
that this is not, like what Jeu argu 
- hops Power, aCaſe of Poſfibility or 
an evident Fact; orelſe, How comes it about, bat ſo 
== Glebe· Houſes are wanted to this Day on valua- 


inſt the Bi 
bility, but 


to them? 
— a Judge, 


n with Glebes belo 
So that if the . were to 


d to e in this Caſe z we muſt ex- 
poo Ee ne 
_ have continued in to this 


. in the lame State theß 


But theBiſhop ix in no fort-iable to theſe Opyecti 
ing no . Pein. Whe of bis own te biet 7 


1 ly know who was the true Intention of any 
either inoppoſing, c 


d cee 


ter or 7 


is no ſuch Houſe, he ma 
what is there to hinder him from 
his own Tenderneſs and Benevol ad oi; 
Look over the Conſtitutions, Rubricks, and Canons 
of rhe Church, and you will ſee that a ** 1 
every Day of his Life harraſs and diftreſsin his 

every Cle 


anf 

Bench 
| would not theſe have been glorious T 
| upon this head. 


No, Si 
towards 
on the fide of Lenity and I 


ful Behaviour of m 
bout te infinnste chat t 
ſelves into Tyranta, and in hiring ot 
1 - toſay thoſe Thi 
dem to ſay 


1 


If the Biſhops were inclined to vex the Inferior Cler- 


gy, They needed not the aid of this Bill; the Laws 
"Sp ly them with Power ſufficient for that 
End: A Biſhop can compel a Clergyman, nor having 


a Faculty, to reſide in a Cottage or a Barn, if no bet- 


ter Accommodation can be found in his Pariſh z and 


/ would not this be a ſeverer Act of Power thanto com- 


pel him firſt to build a comtortable Houle, 
refide in ir? When the Houſe is once built, 


_— 


ſhop cannot be Cruel it he would; but ſo long as there 


be Cruel if he pleaſes, and 
bing Er, bar 


in bis Dioceſe... And per do we hear | 


the 


Ee went heir Gyan, and 


enforce their A ents-wich Inſtances of this Sort? 


opicks for pain- 
ting. them in the moſt odious Colours, if any ſuch. 


were to be found? at God be thanked the moſt. 


Malevolent Haranguers 


rio'Stone to calt it them 


ir, Cruelty has not been the fault of the Biſhops 
ir. Clergy ; If they have erred it has been 
and if any ching 
— . ny ap 
_z SY n : 
peoples 4 Oangues 

which they did not think-it-pru- 


32 TU 


can bring them to 


ints of this kind? Would the Declaimers 


— 
Do not the. Biſhops wink at the bad 
Livings are accumulated thorough the Kingdom ? I 
could name a Lord Lieutenant who offered to a Biſhop 


to rummage for bim in his Dioceſe for Living lapſed ta 
the Crown; and I could name the Biſhop Who declined 


the Offer, in pure Compaſſion to the Clergy; and yet 
this very Biſhop is amongit 


branded for conſpiring to enſlave the Clergy. © 


I muſt entreat your Patience while 1 offer ſome 


fugtherProofson this Head. 


Who was it, Sir, that brought in the ſeveral Bills . 
for encouraging the building ot Glebe Houſes, by giv- 
ing to the Builder, Firſt, Two Thirds, and aſterwards 


Three Fourths of his prime Coſt, was it not the Biſhops ? 


Who brought in the Bill for enabling the Laity 
Convenicnt, in exchange for in- 
FOR radon Churches that had 
ebes, and to enable Biſhops to grant away their 
own Lands for Glebes; Was it not theBi By: 


to give Lands lying 
3 comehicns Gleb&; 
no Gl 


Ws brought in and afterwards continued the Bill 


ons to Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, by which the 


Profits are ſecured to che recovering Clerk againſt 
kde Intruder, in order to teſtrain the Biſhop trom ad-. 
mitting to Benefices at Pleaſure and by Affection, to 


the prejudice of Lay-Patrons; Was it not the Biſhops? 
Wo brought in the Bills for the better Mainte - 


nande of Curatesz Was it not the Biſhops ? 


* 1 9 


Who wis it that prepared that Clauſe ig the 12. 
Seo. 1. Ch. 10. by which a Biſhop is reſtrained from 
certifying more than one Year 
Eiving,' to be paid to the Improvet by the immediate 
who was it that thus contrived to tye 
not act 
ſacceed- 


Succeſſor, I ſay | | 
up the Hands of every Biſhop, that he mi 

by Favour and Affection, to the Damage 
ing Incumbents; Was it not che Biſhops? 


be far Giing up ez ths Clergy of the pose 


6 


Titles bywhich 


A thoſe who at this time are 


for ſecuring the Right ef 'Advowſons and Preſentati- 


a halfs Value ota 


Who was it that of his own mere Motiog brought | 


of Tuam the quarts pars of the Tyrhes, 
from the See, „ 


is now 


made duri 


for encou 


Biſho 
the 


they failed here, yet they ſucceeded in 


ons to Church · Revenues with a jealous Eye, $ 
were reconciled and b eee 


encouraging 
Facts well known to the Clergy, and 


fe 


yur — * 


(13) 


by means 
whereofnear 500 1. per ann. as Iam informed, was taken = 


for ever; was it not his preſent Grace of Tuam, 
debated and voted for this very Bill that is — it 
given out) to oppreſi and ruin the InferiorClergy? 
In ſhort, Sir, all the Good Laws that have been 


the four laſt Reigns, for improvi --j 
the Clergy ; for providing | Globes: * 


ing them to baild < Bite 232 Reuge 


Revenues 


in order to their comfortable Reæſidence, and for limit - 
ing the Epiſcopal Power, were ted by the Bi- 
hops only, 22 of the have had 
a principal E fame. 


And it is well . — with what Difficulties the: 


ſtruggled in carrying Points for the Benefit of 
gy z never giving out, 


our, tho? the 


the ſame Power to Tenants for Life, and tho 


— 


ty Acres and it Gentlemen looked on theſe: 


uaded | 
— I lay, Sir, theſe are 


they had then 
a grateful Senſe of theſe good Offices. What the Bi- 


ment of 


ſhops have ſince done to wipe qpt all this, and ro: 


the Clergy look on them as their Enemies and 
Oppreſſors, I am utterly'ar a Loſs to know, unleis it 
be, that after they had for them very advan- 
tagious Means for Reſidence, they would likewiſe o - 
blige them to make Uſe of thoſe Means for their ef 
Reſidenco, which wg the only Ittent ot the 
Bill. I might likewiſe:mention another Self- denying 
Act of abe Biſhops in Favour of the ill 3 I mean; 


to give: 
| up 


was « 

diſputed with them, Inchby Inch. They firſtobtained. —@— = 
\ an A@forenabling Tenants in Fee, and in Tail to gran 
N 8 They puſhed hard to ex. 


 tothis Fundy Wasiz not che Biſhops 


(140 1 
up forever the Patrons of a Living, not exceedin 
Tr a ro erſon who ſhould endow ſuc 

_ Erving with e 28 
oblerve by the by. 
which which e e 


multiplying Freeholders, in order to. in- 
ons, as has been ſuggeſted, tor this was 


— the Way to pur nts Vote 
ITE Haw 3 it into the 
A Patron. 
This, Sis, is whatcheC ty well know, and I F 
3 could wiſh for the Honour of ſuch of them as have 
appeared publickly, or contributed privately to the 
Oppolition lately made, that kad choſen any o- 
ther Occaſtors for ſpiriting up a agninſt the 


than thar-of; a 
; — enable their more efftetual Re 9 * 
w one Qgeftion more to you, 

not — came from a Biſhop, 
Who are the Perſons that tiave raids Bund of many 
thun pounds out of their own Pockets for _ 
Venn paſt; and which is ſtill continued, for purch 


ſing in Impropriate Tythes for the — — 


ce eee or ain he poo - 


ing Glebe 


who: and promoted, and ſubſcribed 
? I muſt not 
omit to-do:Juſtice to the inferior-C 


bo: 
readily into 3 
ſome of them, v 


ax the ſecund Payment — vs: 
their _ tions bad excesded theſe 
deſir and more at the third 
— their _ 
tion for three Years longer, what they may do when. 


this Term is expired I cannot 6 


A= e 
Vear o nnn 
— not look as if the Biſhops were very 


to: oblige them co build. 


mill. _ 
that is, 


— 
yan build- 
ave received an 
S of this Fund for that Lies Lü 9 


A = | 
th 
the-fieft Subſcription for — 


— g 
p i 


ts 


ſerve here, chat if the * of thols 
ho have not 7 


bout to infinuate that * 
Combination to tyrannize over han and enſlave them. 


aſter ſuch a Series of Favour. 2 
| WT the Biſhops to the Clergy, the 


to the Bill, that was painted Remedy in rs moſt terrible 


(ir) 


oppoſitipn to thi 


4 - ty. | | N 
3 Ten perſuaded, Si, hat when dag Faft aro pur . 


they will ſufficiently prove the Good-yill 


the hops rowards the 88 Clergy, an and Ne L 
ſtare in the Face of ev who ſhall 


ps are entred i © tl a 


To ſtop the Mouths of angry Men, 


is impoſſible; but 
od Services done 
orld muſt be left 
„ if all . | 


wo wot this Head I muſb take notice of an Exception 


Colours, which was, that the Remed ſtrati. 
on, in caſe a Clergyman ſhould refuls cab, might 


ruin him | 


| need not here tell you char zb i i S to r. 
raign the Law as it now ſtands: For you cannot be! 
norant that this Parliament 2 a Bill in © 


_ firſt AN x of His preſent Majeſty, tor obliging a Cler- 


a Benefice worth 1 501. per an. or 
Wen on his Glebe, and that rhe 
there was by N At The ſpecifick Remedy 


therebate is the very tans has the W the Wiſdom ot this ve · 

ty Parliament bas OY 
That A& NN 'rwo Years of | 
Grace alter 11 Admittance; the Bil in 
; 2 him three Years. In both, ſufficient 


ſtion al- 
to guard againſt the arbitrary P eB 

ower 
0 See Archbiſhop 


| before the Scqueſtration can iſſue. 


Care is likewiſe taken in both, n | 


1 obs Fourth ofthe Fir Uribe levied by Sequel 


(0ꝗ63 


tion in n any. one Year, till ſuch time as one Year 5 
a half's Value ſhall be raiſed for executing the Work. 
e then the Living to be worth 1007. per ann. 


Suppoſ 


the whole Sum to be rais d, is 1507. and this is to he 


27 J. per ann. for fix ſucceſlive Years. 


rais d by ſtoppi 
— ſt Vears of Grace, and he will have 


Ad the three, 


feſt” 


nefice before his laſt 
this hard dealing? Can the Biſhop be hard if 
inclined? Is it not high time for him to have a com - 


fortable Houſe over his Head at nine Years end? Apd 


if he is to build at all, can he do it on eaſſer Terms; 


if he be a prudent Man, will he not 
ſomething bom the firſt rhree Years Pro 


tbefore the 


Law. ates ro Compulfion? Will he not by this 


. means leave a Good Houſe to his Succeſſor, and three 


a eee to his Widow 
and Children. 
Tbe remedy of 2 8 


ly as the Co 


das no reaſon for preſuming ſo ſtro 
cCil at the Bar, others were 
Biſhop would put it into ill 
accomp dura an End that was apparently Good. 
But ſu 
who will be to blame in that Caſe ? 
made 
bias 


ho is it that 


y his Diſobedicnce to the Laws, and his law- 


ful Governor ? If a Man who e a juſt Debt, 
double the 


Sum in defending himſelf, is the 4 to be blamed 


ſhould, inſtead of paying it Honeſtly, ſpend 
for his'Undoing, or his own Obſtinacy and Perverſe- 


neſs ? The Incumbent, when he accepted of his Be- 


neſice, knew very well upon what Terms it was given 


him, and what the Law required of him, and t 


Sf 


5 — emnObiney for making Goa 
44> + 6; 


nine Yeats ti time from his firſt Admittance to his Be | 
Payment is made. Will 8 


in to fave | 


tion, I muſt allow, may Vi 
e Vexatious _ Fxpenſive in 1 Hands; but d 


r — 4 
whilft he was 


it ſhould be Ee? Wie u B 


ſtration neceſſary, is it not the Incumbent 


tx 


thx 


, 
= of providi 
1 Furniture, and Books, and convenient Accommo- 
a 


cis de will keep i 
be entitled to reteive the three Fourths of his Ex- 


have Diet and Lodgi 


den His Landlord the Biſhop have his recourſe = 


= 7) =- 
Another Objeion that has been made againſt the 


Bill is, that it ought to have laid anequalCompulfi- 
2 pon ſuch Bi as have Appropriate Pariſhes, 


-otamendams annexed to their Sees, robuild Glebe 


: Houſes for the uſe of their Curates.. I ſhouldindeed 


be ſorry for this Omiſſion, if the Caſes wereparallel, 


and I am perſuaded that if they appear to be ſo, that 
Omiſſion will ſoon be ſupplyed. But give me leave, 
Sir, to obſerve ſome conſiderable Diſparities. A Rector 

2 Nr when he ſits do] n: on a reaſonable Good 


is for a good while 1 in a ſtate of Reſt; and 
— will, 15 he be a wiſe Man, think immedi- 
a comfortable Houſe with neciſſa- 


tions of all kinds about him; and when he has done 


it in Repair, that ſo his Heirs may 


which the Law gives bim, without any Draw- 
for Dilapidations the Caſe of a Curate is v 


diſterem from this; he is 1c6 in a ſtate of Reſt, br 
hopes 
vantage 3 for this reaſon he will not be fond of pur- 
__ chakpg neceſſary Furniture (tho he were able to +4 8 
it) fora Houſe which he does not look upon as his 
| own, and is ſoon to leave. He will chooſe rather to 


and views are for ſome 


y Removal to his = 


quarter himſelf upon -ſonie- Farmer, where he may 


ing, and the ule of Servants at 


an eaſier Rate, together with the Reliefs of Converſa- 
tion and Society: 1 ſay he will ordinarily prefer this 
to a Solitary Life, attended with the Cares of Houſe- 


8 — amd and the Difficulry of providing for himſelf, 
to the Inter 


of his Studies and Repoſe, elpe⸗ 
cially it no Market happens to be at hand; which 
will frequently be the caſe in this Kingdom. And 


veu may be ſure that he will be at little trouble to 
keep in Repair an Houſe which he conſiders only as 


Tan: This muſt ſoon go to Decay, and pray where 
* 
* : ws Vs 


3 - (18) | 3 
Dilapidations, when this flitting kind of Tenant has 


quitted the Premiſſes? _ „ 
I believe, Sir, you will agree with me, that this 
Caſe is not ſo directly parallel with that of a Free- 


hold Incumbent, as to furniſh an Exception of mo- 


meme. 3 
I come now, Sir, to conſider the Third and Laſt 


Exception to the Bill (via) That it was unneceſſary, 


the Clergy being generally Reſident in this Kingdom. 
In anſwer to this, look thorough moſt of our Dio- 


ceſes, and compare the humber of the Beneficed Cler- b 
gy, with the number of Glebe Houſes, and fee if 


thare be an Houſe for every Man, or for every ſecond 


or even third Man of-the Clergy. , _ 
Fou will tell me, that they take Farms and build 


on them, or hire Houſes, it not within the limits of 


their reſpective Pariſhes, yet in ſome adjacent Pa- 

riſn, according as Opportunities offer; and that this 
fort of Reſidence is Effectual, where it is not quite 
Canonical; I leave it to the great Advocates for tbke 
Canon Law to reconcile this; for my own Part, if 


Reſidence be made effectual, I ſhall not cenſure it, 
tho” it be not · in every Point Canonical. — But is 
not this very often a difficult and diſtreſſed, and pre- 


carious ſort, of Reſidence? Is not the Incumbent re- 
duced to Straits and Shifts for himſelf and his Family? 


Would he not find himſelf more at eaſe, and better 


accommodated in a good Houſe on his Glebe? And 
would he not by this Means feel the additional Com- 
fort of having done Good to his Succeſſors, who will 
reap the Fruits of his Care, and who will repay to his 
Widow and Children a great part of the Coſt he has 
been at tor their Benefit ? Do you think, Sir, that the 


preſent Generation of Churchmen would not bleſs the 


Memory of their Predeceſiors, if they had left them 


this comfortable Legacy on their Glebes? and ſhould 


they not provide for thoſe that are to follow them juſt 
as they with themſelves had been provided for by thoſe 
that went before them? _ . 


* 
* 


After | 


— 


A I. w 


this Kingdom ſeveral Pariſhes of very large Extent, and 

of great yearly Income, and if Divided, would make a 

comfortable Support | 
cumbents. That this End may be fruſtrated by reaſon of 

. the Incumbent's not giving | 

or by reaſon of the Church of ſuch Pariſh being Vacant. 


5 — 8 
Aſter all, if the preſent Incumbent ſhould be ſo for- 
tunate as to light on a comfortable Settlement during 


" - 
. 


his own Life, on ſome Leaſe-Hold, or Fee-Farm 


within his Pariſh, yet what ſhall his Succeſſordo when 
he comes after him? Tis ten to one if he ſucceeds him 


in his Farm; ſome publick Houſe, or ſome poor Cot- 


tage, will probably give him the firſt Welcome to his 
new Preferment, and if after being put to his Shifts, 
and being toſs'd: from one ill Habitation to another, 
he can ar laſt get a convenient Settlement in his Pariſh, 
, 
This, Sir, is often the Condition of Reſidence in 


 Treland, where there is no Houſe on the Glebe; there- 


fore judge you Sir, if the Bill for preventing this Di- 


ſtreſs by compelling the Clergy to build, ought ta 
F 
I come now to the other Bill, which was thrown 
haſtily after the former, juſt as a poor Widow o#/z- 
doſtan is hurried into the Flames after her deceaſed 


Husband, I mean the Bill for explaining and amending 
the Union and Divifion Act. e 
; This Bill recites in the Preamble, that there are in 


and Maintenance for two or more In- 


bis Conſent to ſuch Diviſion, 


And then for Remedy Enacts, That when the Church 


i Pacant, or if the Incumbent of any fuch Pariſh ſhall 
refuſe to give his Conſent to ſuch Diviſion, that then aud 
in ſuch Cafes, it ſball be lawful to and for the chief Ge- 


vernor or Governors of this Kingdom for the Time being, 
with the Aſſent of the major Part of the Privy-Council 


| in Council aſſembled, fix at leaft conſenting, where it ſhall 


be made appear to them; That in the Diviſion of ſuch | 


Church 


ji 
Chur the d. P SY after ſuch Divi 0 
chk ofthe 21701 at fir Bo How: L - 


ann wih the Approbation and ent of the Archbi 


of f the Province, the Biſhop. of the Dioceſe, aud the Pa- 


an or Patrons of ſuch Pari 23 eftabliſb ſuch 


Diviſion of ſuch 5 Pariſb, i is ſuch Manner, aud under 
the ſame Savings 


24. and 10th. Geo 
bis Conſent rhereto, or the ſaid 499979 Va- 
cant, &c. There is afterwards a ſaving 


cumbency, ſo that he cannot poſſibly ſuffer any Di- 
minution of his Income by ir. 


This iz the Subſtance of hax Bll which was (it has 4. 
= i 


kick given out) dels to-reduce the Clergy 


| land to.Poy Beggary at one Stroke. 
Ferm — 

this Subject. 
That there are ſeveral ſuch large Pariſhes amount- 


855 ing in their Contents, to ten, twengy, or even thirty N 
thouſand Acres, and extending ten, twelve, ſiſteen 
Miles and more, is what no Man can deny: That ſuch 


Pariſhes by theit Figure, V be cut into two or 
perks three 


their Incumbents, is a Point as undeniable. 
That in thoſe long Pariſhes the 


hr b. by this Means ſuch Proteſtants: muſk be de- 


5 * on many ä of thoſe Spiritual "kk 3 
* b 


Proviſees, as they wigbt have done 55 
by Virtue of the jou Act. (viz. The Statutes. of the 
1% In caſe the Incumbent had given 


Clauſe for the 
preſent — <a of ſuch old Pariſh. during his In- 


re to realon a little with you on | | 


tapable Pariſhes, that 
lic conveniently round their ownChurches, for 
4 reſort of the Pariſhioners, and that uch new made 
Pariſhes would afford a competent Maintenance to. 


People who live. 
towards the extream Parts cannot, eſpecially for one 
halt of the Vear, repair to Divine Service; and that 
the Proteſtants ſo ſituated, do not in fact ſee theiro won 
Church for many Years, and are rarely viſited by their 

| 2 n is Matter of 8 and melancholy. 


> OR 


(ar) 


6 hich ehey te if the: Church and the lo- 


cumbent were nearer at hand; and that Popiſh Prieſts 


and. Emiſſaries muſt have great Opportunities of ſe- 


thens without 


who are like 
of their Shepherd; and that ignorant; People who 


ducing and 


— neglected Proteſtants, 
removed out of the Eye and Reach 


have ſome Turn to Religion and Devotion, may be 
perſuaded to go to Maſs,” rather t han to livelike Hea- 


any Worſhip at all; theſe are Thi 
not to be denyed or diſſembled. 8 2 


- Theſe are the Evils which the Bill laely rejected 


1 as deſigned to s by encreaſing the N * 
— = 


[1 Pariſhes; and n have 1 


thoſe overgrown 


adequate to the Evil, no Man can 
The only Queſtion is, if che Remedy was upon 


whole, a Remedy to be choſenz 5 5 
Exils m 


_ ed to cure. This was what the Petition 
ſeemed to apprehend, and hat their 


ight not ariſc out of it, than thoſe it was 
C 


W | 
ll, and endeavour to ſhew you 5 


voured to ſhew. 
Tide confider the main 
cd againſt che Bi 


by — weight th —_ havewithereryequaland 


judiced J 
9 was 


— the DiviGon of the large Li- 

vings would be a great diſcouragement to Learning, 

and hinder the younger Sons of Gentlemen of large 
— — 3 of Gentlemen of ſmall * ; 


ſtates, — the Church. © 
P. (Sir, wy you 1 ink that the - af Jr of 2 
Preferment. to any Man whatever, is x 


oment with the ſaving ot Souls, ed che Cem 
on of Papiſts, and the ing of the Proteſtant 


Intereſt? One would haveconcluded, fromthe Rea- h 

ſonings on this Point, that the firſt = 

Mien Clergymen, was to make them rich and that 
the promoting of the Service of God and Religion, 


was to come neon Ge. Bc. 


— . 


08) 1 - 
- Beſides, is 300 J. per ann. ſo deſpicable a Proviſion 
for the Perſons above * and is not this ſome- 
ty 


times doubled by a Fagu 


one Clergyman in a hundred 


bout ſeven hundred beneficed Nog — in Ireland; 


and if there were no more than ſeven Benefices of © 
300 per ann. the Clergy here would be upon the par 
there: And yet I will anſwer, that 
even after the Operation of this Bill, five Times that 
Number of Livings (Unions included) of the above 


with the Clergy 


Value would have remain'd. 
But ler us ſuppoſe for once, th 


their Pov 
their Pro 
er to riſe to the beſt Preferments in the Church. Fa- 


rather an Incentive to them to excell in 


mily Intereſt and Power, and great Friends may be 


the Dependance of a Man well born, and he may re- 


ly too much on them; but an obſcure Man's Hopes 


muſt be built on his Merits only. Far be it fromme 


to detract from the Worth of many Gentlemen ot 
Birth who are preterr'd in the Church, and who are 

indeed Ornaments to their Profeſſion z but you muſt 
allow, that a Youth bred up in high Life, andenter- 


| ed early into the polite Part of the World, cot ſo 


eaſily reliſh the Converſation of rude and unbred Pea - 
ſants, nor buckleto the mean Offices. that are incum- 
bent on the Miniſter of a Country Pariſh, as one ob- 


ſcurely born. I need not here acquaint you, that two 


Acts were paſſed, one in the ſecond, and the other in 


the tenth ot K. George 1. for dividing Pariſhes, with-. Þ |. 
put this Limitation ot reſerving 300 J. per ann. to the | 


Mo- 


y ? Pray look into the Church 
Preferments in England, and ca will find, that not 
as a Benefice of 300 J. 
Fer ann. and yet they are not leſs conſiderable for their 
Learning than their Neighbours. There may be a- 


- t Gentlemen were 
not to breed up their Sons for the Church; do you 
think that Religion would ſuffer by this Means? Are 
the Sons of meaner Families found to have leſs Learn- 

ing, or Piety, or Induſtry in their Functions? Is not 


100, as being the only Means in their Pow- 5 


„ 


1 


made? Cannot the Mother - Church be reduced hy 


on, it lies equally againſt the Laws in being; for an 


per Lights; and there being 
ment of the. whole, during his Incumbency, he was 
thought to be an indifferent Judge in the and 


K their Power, or for ſome ſiniſter Ends, would 


OK © 
"4 ON 


3 


Mother-Church : Why was not this Objection then 


thoſe Acts to an 1001. per ann. or even lower? I know 
ou will tell me, that” the Conſent of the Incum- 
bene 32s there required, which is ſer aſide in this Bill: 
Bur ſurely, Sir, the diſcouragement to Learning will 
be the ſame, whether the Value of a Pariſh be reduced 
with or without his Conſent, ſince the Loſs will be 
uſt the ſame to his Succeſſors. You will reply, that 
he will hinder the Diviſion by refuſing his Conſent. 
There have been, indeed, ſome Inſtances of this, not 
much to the Honour of thoſe. Incumbedis who are 


poſſeſ d of Pariſhes too large for the effectual Diſ- 
charge of their Duty, and which, for the Advance- 
ment of Religion, ought to be divided: And this na- 
turally leads me to the third Objection made to the 
Bill, namely, That the Incumbent is a Truſtee for his 
Succeſſor, and therefore it is a Wrong to vacate his 


Conſent. Sir, if there js any Force in this Objecti- 


Incumbent that conſents to divide a Pariſh of 200 1. 
per ann. is, according to this way of Reaſoning, as 


much a wrong Doer and a faithleſs Truſtee, as he who 


conſents to divide a Pariſh of twice the Value. 


But to come to the bottom of this ObjeCtion : Pray, 
Sir, how comes the preſent: Incumbent to be a Truſtee 
for his Succeſſor, in this Reſpect? Lou will tell me, 


by the 10th Car. 2. Tis true: But may not an Act 


ot Parliament takeaway Powers given by a former Act, 
whon ſuch Powers are by Merience found to be incon- 
venient? The Incumbent, having a local Knowledge 


of his Pariſh, was capable ot giving the Biſhop pro- 


a Saving for his Enjoy- 


was therefore made ſo. But if W had then 
foreſeen, that Incumbents would ariſe, who to ſhew 


5 


their 


refule 


... 
their Conſents, and obſtru the moſt important Ef- 
fects of the Act, I believe, they would not have veſted 
them with that Power; and it was for this very Rei- 
ſon, that the late Bill took that Power from them. 
You will fay, That the Incumbent, in the Reaſon 

and Nature o che Thi y is a Truſtee, and therefore 
ought not to be ſet : Here you muſt 
Leave to diſtinguiſh. 1: allow, 2 the prefent In- 
cumbent is in Conſcience bound to take Care that no 
Encroachments be made on his Glebe- Lands, or the 
Mearings of his Pariſh ; and that none of his accuſtom- 
ed Dues, 
verably loſt by Deſuetude, to the Prejudice of thoſe 
that come atrer him. Whoeyer' ſhall invade thoſe 


J „and is a wrong 
Injuſtice, and turn it into Law: by Preſcriptions ſo 
that his Succeſſors muſt be left without Re 
_ of his Neglect or Corruption: Thus far I 
| hen is quite of another Nature. The P 
the Inheritance of the Patro 
Right to diſpoſe of at his P the Profits are the 
free Gitt and Donation of the Patron, and he has a 
natural Right to divide them to one or more, with- 
out W 
does not in his Way. The lncumbent 
therefore ha — to ſer up tor a Truſtee, 
Viech reſpoct to the Parr 
be thankful to his Patron h 

- to enjoy during: 
the Incumbent is a Truſtee forthe well governing and 


neficed, and that it belongs to him to jud 
it be convenient that a Neri Mall be 
two or three, for the 
in the Dioceſs, and for providing a Maintenance 
more „ in order thereto a Bi- 

op- 


ive me 


hrs, and Profits, be funk, and irreco—-— 


his, und with- hold thoſe Dues; acts againſt Law and 
Doer: Time will eſtabliſn 7 


„ 
grant him to be a Truſtee But the Queſtionin 


4 
which he has a lawful 


to any future Incumbent, if the Law 


t All he has to do, isto 
him they whole 
his Life. Or will you ſay, Sir, that 


ordering of the Church in the — 07 ; 


14 into 
Advancement of Reli- 


0 


| ſhop, who is. the lawful Governor of the hole Dia- 


cels, is the proper Judge of this; and the Incumbent 
has no Sort of Authority or Truſt repoſed in him for 


r ; 1 
After all, I muſt obſerye to you, that the Incum - 


bent was not total neglected and ſuperſeded in the 


the Biſhop, who is the Governor; or that of the In- 
cumbent, who is the Party governed? I think you 


Bill; for the Clauſe runs, In Caſe be ſball refuſe to 


| give bis Comſant to ſuch Divifion: Which evidently 5 
„ ſhews, that he was to be adviſed with, and that his 
"= Conſent was to be asked. Let me therefore put the 


Caſe. as favougably as may be, and that the Incum- 


bent does not perverſely refuſe his Conſent, but only 
differs in Opinion from the Biſhop in a Matter rela- 


ting to the. good Government of the Church; whoſe 
en ſhould determine the Point, that of 


will give it to the Biſhop, unleſs you would alter the 


. Conſtitution of the Church, and ſet up Presbytry 


A fourth Objection has been made upon the Diſſi- 


culxy of knowing when 300 J. per ann. is left to the 
Mother-Church, the Value of Tythes being fo un- 
certain and precarious. This Objection was certain- 


ly brought in to ſwell the Number, and lies equally 
againſt rhe Laws in being, viz, That a Biſhopamay 


compel the Building of an Houſe on a Benefice worth 


1 01. per ann. and that no more ſhall be certified by him 
for Improvements on Glebes and Menſals, than one 


Tear and a half of the Beneſice or Biſhoprick : The 

Bill ſaid 300 I. communibus annis, which mult be ad- 

juſted 7 Medium ot 12 or and Kippe HY Th 

 evety Day bought and ſold; uppole this would 
— do rh 


be d ere was no Way to find out their 
Value. Beſdes, the Bill did not require the preciſe 
Income of 300. per ann. to be reſerved; but that leſs 
than that ſhould not be reſerved: And there is no 


Doubt but the Law would have been executed with 


Favour, and that an 9 20 or 30.þ per ann. 


_ 2 

_ atleaſt, wouldhave been always given to the Mother- 
Church. And certain it is, that were it to be reduc'd low- 
er, the Succeſſorconld not be concluded by fuch Divi- 


fion. - c 
A fifth Objection was, That after the 'Mother- | 


Church was reduced to 300 J. per ann. that every Pa- 
riſh might again be ſubdivided into fix more, with 
the noble Income of 570 J. per ann. to dich. A Man 
is hard put to it, when he is arguing on the _ 
Side of a Queſtion; and it requires a Degree'of 
Charity to believe, that this Objeftivn proceeded 
meerly from Ignorance of the Law. Let me rhete- 
tore tell you, Sir, that this Bill impowered no ſuch 
| Diviſfionz and that by the former Act, it could not 
be made without the Conſent of the Incumbent, who. 
being (as it has been maintain'd) a Truſtee ſor his Suc- 


ceſſor, could never ſurely be ſo unfaithful to his Truſt; |} 


as to give his Conſent to an Action ſo extravagant and 
R ET TA 
I ſhall mention but one Objection more, which 
was, That this Bill, if it paſſed into a Law, would 
multiply Free-holders, and give the Biſhops and the 
- Clergy. more Influence on Elect 
SC” Eu EE . 
It muſt be allowed, that this is a Conſideration ve- 
ry foreign to the Nature of the Bill; and yet I fear 
it had a conſiderable Share in the Fate of it. 
I ſhall therefore endeavour ro ſhew the Weakneſs 
of. it under that View in which it was ſet. 
In the firſt Place, I believe you will agree with 
me, that no Pariſh under 400 J. per ann. would have 
been divided in Conſequence ot this Bill, fince the 
— Mather-Church muſt have been left worth 300 þ per 
ann. after a new Pariſh was formed out of it. And 
how many ſingle Pariſhes do you imagine are found 
within this Kingdom, worth clear 400 J. per ann. or 
upwards. If T allow you ſixty, I believe it is more | 
chan you will ask: But ro deal bounrtifully by y 
I will give you eighty. It * 1 


3 "= F 
ads” N. * 


- ind "as £ „ n 220 „ 


and 1 to 


them. Upon chis Computation, therefore, which I 
verily believe is too | . 


ot Incumbents would be ſixty, Which i is not two to 


2 

| 
, 
| 


| bly cut off one fourth on this Account; 
dhe Biſhops 
tire ſuch Pariſhes in their Gift, as lieroudd and com- 


2 that was drels'd in ſo terrible a Form —— i 


means are in their own Hands alr 


do not make up 200. I. per ann 


had a Deſigu to inffuence Elections? 


— 


ꝓdſe that all theſe would have been divided: The 
Crown, and the Lay-Patrons, would got catily con- 
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ſent to divide their Benefaftions, and w 


we may reaſona- 
I believe 


would for the ſame'Reiſon, preſerve en- 


pat. This will reduce the. effective Number to ſix- 


ty. If a very few ſive of theſe, would have 
been cut —4 three Fin 


and I believe more in Nuniber, that would have pro- 


Pariſhes, there are others, 


duced no new Pariſh at all in the Diviſion; what | 


could be ſpared from them would have been cut off 


adjacent Pariſhes, in order to augment 


arge by one half, the Encreaſe 


a County, througlf the Rin Behold the Bug- 


Scroker of the ſeveral Shixes,. and what a mi 
the Addition of two Votes wouldgive the — 

in County Elections! And what a dangerous In- 
fluence this would give the Biſhops. in Elections of 
to ſerve in Parliament! I aſſure you, Sir, 
if the Biſhops aimed at influencing Ele&ians, che 


ed nat the Help of this Bill. How many Clergymen 
in this Kingdom poſſeſs Numbers of fall. Pariſhes, 


hy-Epiſcopa Unions, ſome five, ſome ſia, and eren 


to ten ar more, and which, perhaps, in the whole, 


And 16 it would not 
be invidious, 1 might ask, how many ot theſe are held 


without any Tirle at all, but only ſcrambled up, and 


accumulated, as Occafionand.F avour gave Opportu- 


nity. Fat a Harveſt of Incumbents and Frechold- 
ers is here, for the Biſhops upon 1 if they 


It is therefore evident, that they have: 96) Views 355 
of this * and do not deſre to multipiy a ſtarving 
D 2 8 Clergy, 


* 2 


y, and they geal-/ | 


(48 ) 

Clergy, the! for the Gobd of Religion, and the 
ſtrengthening of the Proteſtant Intereſt, they would 
- willingly divide large Pariſhes, that would well fup- 1 
Pore more than one Incumbenr. 5 

I need go no further than the re :etion of the two 

Bills i in Queſtion, ſo much korn by the Bench in 
general, to prove how. little their Aim has been to | 
| mow the Eagan and dhe Elected under their laflu- : 


oj cannot help mig! Notice i inthis Place of the in- 


oval of Gentlemen with themſelves. To-day 


3 they are alarmed at the / Growth of Popery, by rea- | 


_ encreaſing the Number ot ſuch Clergymen, 
and at the ſame "Time? fof providing a Support for 


ſion of the Iycreaſe ot Popiſh Prieſts, and the want of 
more Proteſtant Clergymen to oppoſe and check their 
Attempts: Tomorrow, when an Expedient is offer- 


them, without lay ing any new Burthen on the Laity, 


they raiſe a great Cry againſt it, and run it 1 5 
fore they have half conlidered it. -. "DO! 


ther Exception to the Diviſion Bill, which is, that a 
Clergyman may hope to riſe to the] higher Stations in 
the Church, by the Advantage of a rich Benefice; 
 -ahdthar this Bill would have taken away that Proſpect. 
But as this Exception was only privately hinted, and 
not publicly offered, it carried 1 with it a Con- 
feſſion ot its own Weakneſs. no Man who 
pleaded that the Bill would diſcoura Learning, 


1 don know if it may be needſul to mention ano- *$ 


Could urge it without a maniſeſt Inconfiſtence. For 


if a Man of 1000 J. per ann. with moderate Accom- 
pliſhments, is to ſtand fairer for a Biſhoprick, than a 
Man of an 100 J. per ann. who has more Learning and 
Merits, I believe Sir, you will allow that this is a 
plain diſcou ent to Learning. | 
I am ſure the Bulk of the Clergy may ſee their own 
| Intereſt in this Reaſoning and I hope that not many 
v7 them were in the —— to oppoſe the pil. 


. 
— 7 —- 


8 | 4 (29) 5 Lt 
en 1r would be monſtrons tor Men ſlenderly provided for 
in the Church, and eſpecially for Men not provided 
_ at all, ex with I Curacies, to be a 

gainſt a Law for dividing the very great Livings, 
5 Dutch would give them more Opportunities * 
{hm of . e : 77S 

I have but one ord to add with regard to Lay⸗Pa a- 


trons. If any Gentleman ** an overgrown Bene- 
ice in his Giſt, ſhould be deſirous, for the good of 


Religion, or for any other Reaſons, to divide ſuch 


Beneſice, and make. a Proviſion tor two Clergymen, 


inſtead of one; he cannot do it, as the Law now 
* MAtarids, without a PP to his own Clerk for his 
5 hb And it k ſhould ſet. up a Scruple 

of Conſcience, and il him, in the — 2h Phraſe, 


= that he is a Truſtee for his Succeſſors, and muſt there- : 


fore refuſe a Conſent rhat would by to their Detri- 
ment, I believe ſuch Patron would think himſelf un- 
- kindly and ungr treated; and yet thisis what 
every Clergyman, whoſe Conſcience again «gainſt the 


Bill, muſt in that Caſe, reply to his P 
Surely there was ern in the Bill FaLer Pe 


: tron to fear; for his Content was. ade abſolutely 


Power to diſpoſe of his ownBenefaftion, without be- 


ſubject to 1 Humour and Obftinacy of bis own 
op k. And * is natural for every Man to deſire 


es pon ot diſpoſing of what is his own, without 
being _— — eſpecially by thoſe who hold 


under him, it is unaccountablg to me that any ſuch 
Patron ſhould be averſe to a Bill that 8 gave 
bim that Power; leavin ing him at the fame rime ay ö 

| nw free: in the Exerciſe of it. 

No Sir, 1 have laid before you the en! 
nuine Sentiments of my own Mind on theſe Subj 


vithout endeavouring to miſlead you with Rherorick 


and Declamation, or without amuſing you with Ca- 
| — * 1 the original x. the : 
urch 


— 


to the Diviſion, and it only gave him a 75 
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witch Lands and Tythes, or in its Papal ** bs 
_  and/had iwallowedup half of the P and — 
of Chriſtendom. And 1 hope, that what I have ſaid 


I cannot conclude without 3 
by ome. 


4 L aity on this Occaſion.. Iam perſwaded, that every 
one of the Biſhops who voted: for the two Bills, 
acted with the moſt up 
vice ot Qhriſtianity and the Proteſtant :Intereft, and 
egen for the common Good of the. Clergy themſelves 
and their 1 and they are to a Man ſtill firmly 


by . l N 
af Opinion only, concerning Expediency or Inexpe- 
diene, ſurely. wiſe und good Men may 

ment without Offence and Exaſpera 

ceun be the Meaning of all this Clamour and Reproach, 
their rude Attacks made by them againſt the 


Church when it was in its lufancy, and un- endowell 


tes 


will be Candidly and Impartially conſidered by you, 


und if it ſhould not be df weight enough to comwinoe 


you, that the two Bills were fit to be paſſed into 
Laws, yet chat the general Deſign of them at leaſt, | 
| 


was good, and that the Reproaches that have been 
ſo plentifully caſt upon the Lords (and particulafly on 


the -Biſhops) who paſſed thoſe. Bills by a very gret 
Majority, were groundleſs and unjuſt. 1 
Grief, to 


ſeenſo unhappy a Spirit rai ew hof the 
2 ie ſt many of the 


right Intentions for the Ser- 


perſwraded, chat thoſe Bills were well calculated to pro- 
duct thoſe: Effects. If the opp fing Clergy, were, 
fill it being Mater 


Bench? I muſt confeſs I am at a Loſs: to account ſor EY 


it, ſeſpecial er Ax from that: Quarter that has 
je. robeſſed to fer the | 
| higheſt Foot) unleſs it is to bereſalved into the Paſſions 
and Animoſities of ſome particular 
particular Biſhops, Mhich hurried them into Practi- 
ces Inconſiſtent with their Principles and Characters. 
— without-propaſing to themſelves any diftindt End, or 
* W . 


the Epiſcopef Power on the 


Men, againſt ſome 


ſenſible of their Error, 
wounded Religion 46d 


of it already in Lampoons and Libels that are flying 
that were on both Sides of the 


niating the Actions of their Saperiors, and blackning 


__ Fats indendeeventig ro 
Biſhops were wickedly graſping at Power 80 2. — 
. | 


gion and the Proteſtant Interefl. And 1 5 not t 
Pho diffent from our eſtabliſhed Church, and di 
allow its Hierarchy, laugh in their Sleeves to fee” al 


this, and conceive Hopes that if thi! 


: this to Heart, a 


- (36) 
1 hope that upon maturer Defiberatiom, 


they will be 
tor it is Evident they have 

the Eftabliſh'd Chureh thro' 
the Sides of the Biſhops, They may obſerye the Fruits 


ſt EE 
ion. 
Pleaſure muſt it give to Atheiſts, Deiſts and Papiſts,e to 
ſe dur Chutchmerat Variance ; the Inferiors calum- 


about rhe Streets indiſcriminately . — 


their Characters by unjuſt Repreſentations even of 


poſſeſstbe World, that = 


theto, under the ſpecigus Shew of 


$ ſhould N 
Ground Din in 


And what is all this for? why ty becuaſe the 


in "This Way, they may gain ſome 


the End. 


| Biſhops had à Mind to put Clergymen having an 100 J. 


per — under a Neceſſity of building Houſes in the 


Space of 9 Years for their own Accommodation; | 


and alſo to have a Dozen or Fourteen overgrown 


Pariſhes (for upon ſtricter Enquiry, I find they would 

not have exceeded that Number) divided, without ask- 
ing the Incumbent's leave. Thi is the narrow Point to 
vhich this mighty Grieyance is reduced. © And ſors 
I am, that I am forced to 
State of the Caſe to 
rious Behaviour of ſome, and the Infatuation of others 
have made it neceſſary. R 


this ſhort, but true 
public Ligbt, and that the mu- 


may ſeriouſly” confider and lay 
return to a better Mind, before 
the Miſchief reads further: And that putting on a 


I pray God th 


' . Spirit of Meckneſs and Charity, and of Dutifulneſs to 


thoſe h Governours, whom God and the Laws 


have 


have pla laced: over 1 z y they A endeavour to 

heal thoſe Breaches that muſt otherwiſe -weaken the 
_ -Cauſe of Chriſtianity, of Proteſtantiſm, and of the 

Eftabliſh'd Church, and add Strength to all Parties 
that are in à contrary Intereſt. 

Upon reviewing of what I have written, I cannot 
fee that I have given any, particular Dy * _ 
caſion of Offence : And it any „„ 
in Print, only to let the World know that” =; 45 
angry,,or ſhauld run away with incidental, Points, 
leaving the main Argumen untouch'd; it will be a 
Conteſſion, that he has taken the wrong Side of the 
Queſtion, 8 ſhall leave it to the World to judge 
between us. My chief W was to print he enacting 
Clauſes of the two Bills, which would not other- | 
| wiſe have been known: This I have done verbatim, 
as they paſs'd the Houſe of Peers; and 158 may now 


F£ N for * 4 
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* 


in the Privy-Council, as Bills ſometimes do, he is 


of Lords, where they were paſs'd by a Majority of 
more than two to one; many of the n 
concurring. If he means, That alter th 


IN CE the | rin n 
l 1 bayc ſeen a Pamphlet, * Confidera- 
tions upon two Bills, ſaid to rinted by 
A. Moor in London ien e 4 
ſome groſs Miſtakes in it; The firſt is 
found in the very firſt Page, and afterwards repeated | 
— the 10th,. where it is ſaid, that Thoſe Bills 
ought into the Council by ſome of the Biſbops. II 
the 'W rider means, That thoſe Bills took their Riſe 


quite miſtaken : For they roſe originally in the Houſe 


had paſs'd 
ht into the 


the Lords, they were broug — by 
Biſhops, he is likewiſe miſtaken there: For, acco 


to the uſual Courſe, thoſe Heads of Bills — 4 
= the Lords, were laid before the Lord Licute- 
nant, who laid them before the Council. So that it 
is in no Senſe true, * en into 


. 


4 Clergyman with a Wife and ſeven Chi 


(34). 


The ſecond is in Page 11, where it is affirmed; 


that 5 the Living be above rol. a Year, the Miniſter is 
to build aſe three Nast, 4 Houſe that ſhall coſt 


one Year and a half Rot of bis 2 (which by tbe 


bye, is a very unuſual kind of Diction) for 33 if 
ren gets a Liv- 


| ing of yy l. per ann. he muſt after three Yeo build a 
He! at will cof 771. tos. Oc. 


efts no preferments below this clear neat Value. I 


| — that the Author, when he publiſhed this 


groſs Miſrepreſentation of Fact to deceive the World, 


id not dream that the Bill, which he thought was 


- dead, and paſt telling Tales, would tread upon his . ö 


5 Heels and a pear ſo ſoon in Print to detect him. 


But for the Comfort of thoſe who may be terrify- 
ed with this rragical Calculation, I will here aſſure 
them, that a Clergyman might have enjoyed near 

2001. per ans. in the Church, without being in Dan- 
ger from this Bill: For ool. per any in one Dioceſe, 


and as much in another, n out of 
the reach of it. 


And further, as the Law now ſtands, ſince FOR 7 


Bill did not pals, a Man may enjoy 3 or 400 J. per 


ann. without being oblig'd to build, tor if there 
| ſhould be no fingle Pariſh of his Union, worth 150 


J. per ann. clear Value; there is no Law in being that 


| lays him under that Compulſion. 


The 3d Miſtake is found in Page the 14th, where 
he has theſe Words, Which Zo 001. (meaning the 3007. 


Bill, was, upon the 
Diviſion of the Pariſh, = be left to the Mother- 


Church) by another 48, paſs'd ſome Tears ago, They 


per ann. which, by the rej 


ſi. e. the Biſhops) can divide likewiſe, and crumble at 


low as their Will and Pleaſure will diſpoſe them. This 


is directly falſe : For that other Act expreſſly 2 
e 


Tis ſurprizing to 
ſee c ſo roundly At when the Bill ſets out with 


an expreſs Limitation to Livings, that either fingly 
or joyntly make up the Sum of an 100 l. per ann. and 


il 


a 


| 


what the Writer means, 


W 


: V0 | 
the Conſent of the Incumbenr before the Diviſion can 
de made, as has been ſhewn to you above. 

The moft favourable thing that can be faid forthe 
Writer is, That he was deceived by thoſe Divines 
from whom he had this Information, in Page the 14th ; 
and that he had never read the Act he ſpeaks of: And 
I would in Charity rather believe him deceived, and 


ignorant of the Law, than diſhoneſt. 


Tbe 4th Miſtake is in Page 11, where he affirms, . 
that the Clergy upon ſome Failure, in Favour, or 


through the Timorouſneſs of many their Brethren, 


were refuſed to be neard by the Council. This is like- 

_ wiſe untrue: For the Privy-Council (as I am well 

_ aſſured) never refuſed to hear the petitioning Clergy 
by their Council. There was indeed ſome Failure, 
tho' not of Favour, in the Privy-Council; but there 

was ſuch a Failure of Decency and Prudence in thePeti- 
[tion, that the Petitioners, upon maturer Advice, 
jiudged it convenient to proceed no further : But 
by aſſigning the Timorouſneſs 


many among their Brethren, as one Cauſe of their 


of 
being refuſed to be heard, is paſt my Underſtanding 
to reconcile; unleſs he means, that their Timorouſ! 
or rather their Prudence, made them drop the Affair; 
and this is allowing that they were not refuſed a Hear- 
JJ ẽũ—öUFT _ 
I cannot omit to take Notice of an 2 Aſper- 
ſion upon the Biſhops, in Page 17, for neg 
build Houſes for themſelves, at the ſame time that 
they would compel the Clergy, by a Law, to build 
on their Glebes. I believe the Writer could not 
but know, that of the twenty two Biſhops of Ire- 
land, ſeventeen are provided with Sce-Houſes, of 


which Number ſeven have been lately builr, at a 


very conſiderable Expence. Of the Five remaining, 
one will be always unneceſſary, by Reaſon of the 


Biſhap's Reſidence in Dublin, as Dean of Chriſt-Church: 


A ſecond has a good Sum in Bank, given for 4 ; 


ecting to 


(6365 
End, by the Bounty of Dr Evans, late Biſhop of 
| Meath: A third has a good Houſe of his * in Th 
Dioceſs, where he reſides: A fourth having 
Aces of Demeſae, is, Iam ſure, x Baan cee 
to build, as ſoon as he can find an Opportunity, by 
any Means, to enlarge it: The 225 being ſeated in 
1 conſiderable City, has a Proſpect 3 wee 
good Houſe, inhabited by his gal ceſſor, 
may be made a See-Houſe zs ſoon as Opportunity al 
favour his Views. 
There was therefore no Occaſion for the Writer 
to throw out that Inſinuation, to miſlead People in- 
to a Belief, that the Biſhops "have themſelves failed 
on the Article of building Their own Houſes. And 


ſame Proportion: If that were the Caſe, I am per- 
ſwaded, the Bill in Queſtion had never been thought 
HE 
As to che reſt of that Pam phlet, i it is ſo harmlek i in 
Point ot Argument and Reaſoning, that I ſhall take 
no Notice of it: Only I would * the Neceſſi- 
ty of publiſhing the principal Clauſes of thoſe Bills, 
in order to vindicate them from the unjuſt Centures, 
and 3 — they have lain under. 


— 
1 * . 


N 
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I would to God, that the Clergy had built in the 


